
 

                                  SUNDAY SERVICES 
 

10.30 am THE SUNDAY SERVICE  

  Holy Communion - monthly as planned 

   

  (Please refer to Diary on page 8 for details of all Services as  

  arrangements may vary). 

 

 

 

Monday 

 

 

Tuesday 

 

 

 

Wednesday 

 

 

 

Thursday 

 

 

Friday 

 

 

 

 

Saturday 

 

  5.00 - 6.00 pm 

  6.00 - 7.15 pm 

 

11.00 am 

  2.30 pm 

  7.00 - 8.30 pm 

 

 10.30 am 

 12.30 pm 

 

 

  7.00 - 8.30 pm 

 

 

  6.30 - 8.00 pm 

  7.00 - 8.00 pm 

  7.00 - 8.30 pm 

 

 

  9.00 - 11.00 am 

 10.00 am 

 

 

 

Rainbows (5-7 years) at Radford Road 

Brownies (7-10 years) at Radford Road 

 

Prayer & Share Group (Quiet Room) 

Friendship Circle 

Guides (10-15 years) at Radford Road 

 

Coffee Morning 

Wednesday Lunch alternating with Lunch 

followed by Mid-Week Worship at 1.30 pm. 

 

Scouts (10½-14 years) at the Scout Cabin,  

Trinity Street 

 

Cub Scouts (8-10½ years) at Radford Road  

Beaver Scouts (6-8 years) at Radford Road  

Explorer Scouts (14-18 years) at the 

Scout Cabin, Trinity Street 

 

The Big Breakfast (monthly on 2nd. Saturday) 

Christians Together in Leamington 

Ramblers (monthly as arranged) 

 WEEKDAY ACTIVITIES  
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MESSAGE FROM OUR METHODIST MINISTER,  

the Revd. Andy Laird 

 
What time is it? 

Are you, like me, surprised at how quickly 

Advent and Christmas have come round again?  

In fact, time is constant; itôs what we do within 

time which influences our perception that it goes 

quickly or slowly.  So what will we do within the 

time which is Advent? 
4 

Is it a time for just waiting for Christmas to 

come? Inactive, as when waiting to see the Doctor 

or for a bus, then great relief when it comes. 
 

Is it a time for repentance?  An opportunity to 

clean up our lives, ridding ourselves through 

reflection and prayer of a yearôs accumulated refuse/sin/baggage and make 

space inside for Jesus to come in and be óEmmanuelô ï God with us. 
 

For some, especially children, it has become a time of longing, a deep and 

heartfelt yearning for that new toy, special foods and treats, time off and a 

chance to rest. 
 

For many it is a time for journeying, travelling to see family or friends, 

taking gifts and greetings across many miles. 
 

And of course it is a time of preparing.  Millions of people around the world 

making sure they have everything they need to be able to enjoy and celebrate 

Christmas when it comes. 
 

So, what time will it be for you?  Itôs going to be all of the above for me, as 

they are all present in the Christmas story.  Iôm determined to spend time just 

waiting on God, with my mind and heart open to receive Him when he 

comes; Iôll spend some time in repentance, reflecting on the year and having 

a clear-out to make some space; Iôll be longing for Christ to be born again in 

my heart, journeying in my mind to Bethlehem to experience the coming, and 

meaning, of Emmanuel.  And through all of this, Iôll be preparing myself 

inwardly to celebrate on the great day. 
 

So can I recommend that you also, in marking the passage of time through 

Advent, take some ótime outô from shopping and rushing around to do some 

Christ-focused waiting, repenting, longing, journeying and preparing of 

your own? 
 

Andy 

MINISTER (Methodist) 

MINISTER (URC) 

 

SENIOR ELDER 

 

CHURCH TREASURER 

 

ORGANISTS  

 

 

CRADLE ROLL  

 

MID-WEEK WORSHIP 

 

WEDNESDAY LUNCH 

 

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE  

 

PROPERTY COMMITTEE  

 

RAINBOWS  

 

BROWNIES 

  

GUIDES 

  

BEAVER SCOUTS  

 

CUB SCOUTS 

  

SCOUTS 

  

EXPLORER SCOUTS 

  

GROUP SCOUT LEADER  

 

MAGAZINE EDITOR 

 
 

CARETAKER 

Rev. Andy Laird andrew.laird@methodist.org.uk  

Rev. James Church jameschurch@hotmail.com 

 

Hazel Hobbs 

 

Tina Wise 

 

Margaret Height 

Rosemary Moore 

 

Mary Turner 

 

Jane Grunfeld                                     

 

Veronica Brown 

 

Rita Overing 

 

Ken Robertson 

 

Bridget Halpin 

 

Bridget Halpin 

 

Rebecca Williams                              

 

Teresa Owen 

 

Janet Doody 

 

Graham Robbins 

 

Malcolm Doody                         

                                 

Graham Martin 

 

Marjorie Carrier 

 

Pat Langley 
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CHURCH CONTACTS  



  

 

 

Dec 4 

 

Dec 11 

 
 

Dec 18 
 

Dec 25 

 

Jan 1 
 

Jan 8 

 

Jan 15 
 

Jan 22 

 
Jan 29 

 
Feb 5 

 

Welcomers 

 
 
 

Ann Blower 
 

Rosemary 

Moore 
 

Sue Darlison 
 

Veronica 

Brown 
 

Julia Morris 
 

Joan Bicknell 
 

Sue Darlison 

 

Ann Blower 

 
Rosemary 
Moore 
 
Veronica  
Brown 
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Coffee 
 

 

Bridget Halpin & 
Derek Hubbard 
 

Brenda & Alan 
Watts 
 

Veronica Brown & 
Julia Morris 

Tina Wise &  

June Mackie 
Jean Young & 
Hilda Robertson 

Jane Grunfeld & 
Mary Turner 

Veronica Brown & 
Julia Morris 
 

Bridget Halpin & 
Derek Hubbard 
 

Ruth & John Eyles 

 

Arranger  

 
Kath 
 

Kath 

 
Kath 
 

 

Margaret 

 
Margaret 
 

Margaret 
 

Margaret 

 
Rita 

 
Rita 

 

Flowers-to give 

 
 

Jessie Lawson 
 

Valerie Douglas 
 

Margaret & Glyn 
Harrison 

 

Mary Turner 
 

Joyce & Cecil 

Limmage 
 

 
 

Friendship Circle 
 
 

Rita Overing 

 
Margaret Ryan 

Would the first person on the Coffee Rota please bring 2 pints of milk and the 

second bring biscuits. Thank you! 

Please find your own replacement if a date is inconvenient and amend the list 

in the church vestibule. 

Volunteers for the Rotas are urgently needed. Please help! Speak to Sue 

Darlison or Joan Bicknell (Welcomersô and Coffee Rotas) and Rita Overing 

(Flower Rota) if you would like more information or to volunteer your help. 

We thank all those who have promised flowers for the church and also thank 

the arrangers for using their time and talents in this way. 

ROTAS                                                  FAMILY NEWS  
 

At the moment our thoughts and prayers are very 

much with Rita Overing as she continues with 

medication and more hospital appointments. We do 

pray that the treatment will help to relieve her 

symptoms. 

It is good to hear that, after many weeks in hospital, Gill Hubbard is now 

home but has to take things very slowly as she regains her strength. 

We were sad to hear of the death of Edith Chambers and remember her 

family in our prayers. (See page 5). 

We rejoice at the birth of Andrew Davidsonôs first grandchild, a little girl 

called Matilda, born to Andrewôs daughter, Rosie, and her husband in 

November.  

We remember Joyce and Cecil Limmage who we keep in our thoughts and 

prayers. Joyce has sent the following message: 

 

Dear Friends at Radford Road, 

We would like you to know how much we appreciate your continuing 

prayers.  

Together with the help of Care Watch, I feel we are jogging along fairly well 

though we do miss not being able to worship with you. 

Christmas Greetings  

from Joyce and Cec. 

Hazel Hobbs 

 

 

CHURCH ANNIVERSARY LUNCH  
 

It is now 20 years since Trinity Methodist Church and Spencer Street United 

Reformed Church joined together to become Radford Road Church.   

The Ministers and Elders decided to celebrate this special occasion by 

arranging a lunch at The Angel Hotel after morning worship on Sunday 

January 8th.  Everyone is invited to attend and menus (and prices) are 

available in the vestibule.  

Please sign the list  on the notice board as soon as possible if you would 

like to be included. 
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Marjorie Carrier would welcome your contributions and suggestions for 

the February Magazine by Sunday January 22nd  at the latest and 

preferably earlier, please. 

 

                   CHRISTMAS DAY  
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THE BIBLE IN 50 WORDS  
 

God made, Adam bit, Noah arked,  

Abraham split, Joseph ruled,  

Jacob fooled, bush talked, 

Moses balked, Pharaoh plagued, 

people walked, sea divided, 

tablets guided, promise landed, 

Saul freaked, David peeked, 

prophets warned, Jesus born, 

God walked, love talked,  

Anger crucified, hope died,  

Love rose, Spirit flamed,  

Word spread,  

God remained. 

 

This is a very, very brief resumé of the Bible! 

Why not make your New Year resolution to read a short passage of the 

Bible daily? You could use prepared notes (there are many produced by 

various denominations including the Methodist Church and the United 

Reformed Church). The Bible Reading notes provided weekly on the back 

of our Sunday News Sheet by Derek Pope, are another useful resource. 

Give it a go! See if you can keep this New Year resolution all the way 

through 2012! 

PEACE 
 

There was once a king who offered a prize to the artist who could paint the 

best picture of peace. Many artists tried. The king looked at all the pictures 

but there were only two which he really liked and he had to choose between 

them. 

One picture was of a calm lake. The lake was a perfect mirror for the towering 

mountains all around it. Overhead was a blue sky with fluffy white clouds. 

All who saw the picture thought it was a perfect picture of peace. 

The second picture had mountains too, but these were rugged and bare. Above 

was an angry sky from which rain fell, and in which lightening played. Down 

the side of the mountain tumbled a foaming waterfall. This did not look 

peaceful at all. 

But when the king looked he saw, behind the waterfall, a tiny bush growing in 

a crack in the rock. In the bush a mother bird had built her nesté..a perfect 

picture of peace. 

Which of the pictures won the prize? 

The king chose the second picture. 

Do you know why? 

ñBecauseò explained the king, ñpeace does not mean to be in a place where 

there is no noise, trouble or hard work. Peace means to be in the midst of all 

those things and still be calm in your heart.  

That is the real meaning of PEACEò 

Author unknown 

 

A Prayer for Peace in our Communities  

published by The Church of England following the riots across the UK  

this summer. 

 

Gracious God, 

We pray for peace in our communities this day. 

We commit to you all who work for peace and an end to tensions, 

and those who work to uphold law and justice. 

We pray for an end to fear, 

for comfort and support to those who suffer. 

For calm in our streets and cities, 

that people may go about their lives in safety and peace. 

In your mercy, hear our prayers now and always. Amen.  NEW! 
Do look at the Interview with God on the Home Page of our church web 

site. It is well worth seeing! 

SPRING EVENT 
 

We are planning to hold a fun, family evening in the spring as the 

evenings begin to get lighter. For this event we are asking for good 

quality second hand or new items as prizes. The idea being that, 

hopefully, everyone in the church will donate a prize.  So please, look out 

a little something over the next couple of months and pass it on to me. 

All will be revealed in the new year! 

          Jane Grunfeld 
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 EDITH CHAMBERS  

 
Edith was our oldest church member. She attended 

Spencer Street church and later, Radford Road 

Church, on a very regular basis. She celebrated 

her 100th birthday last year and many of us 

attended her party held in the Church Centre. To 

celebrate her centenary she donated the large 

television set which we now use. 

She was born in County Down in Ireland and met 

her future husband, Dick, when they were both at 

university. Two years after their marriage their 

son, Richard, was born. 

The war years were spent in Perth in Scotland and in 1943 Edith was 

awarded the MBE for her work with the Department of Agriculture where 

she was responsible for organising placements for the Land Girls. 

After the war Dick and Edith moved to Leamington Spa where their second 

child, Patricia, was born. 

Edith enjoyed being with people and was always avidly interested in the life 

of the church and of the members who attended. She had a lively, enquiring 

mind and was a very independent lady. She remained living alone in her flat 

until the very end of her life although, in latter years, she depended on good 

friends and neighbours for a great deal of support and help. 

Edith had a deep faith and loved her church and she will be missed. 

              SHOE BOXES            AND          KNITTED GIFTS 
(Operation Christmas Child)                             (Night Shelter) 
 

Thank you to everyone who filled shoeboxes.  

Last year we prepared over 24 boxes-and donated £50.50p to Samaritans 

Purse. THIS YEAR WE PREPARED 25 BOXES AND DONATED 

£54.00                   WELL DONE 
 

Thank you too, to all the knitters . We have a total of 21 scarves, 29 hats, 

36 pairs of gloves, 4 pairs of socks and one pullover!  

Margaret Moore and Chris Johnson from Leamington Night Shelter write: 

May we say a big 'Thank You to all the people who knitted the lovely hats, 

scarves and gloves for our clients at the Night Shelter. We know that they 

will be very pleased to receive these and we were overwhelmed by the 

display in Church when we came. We are very touched by the 

thoughtfulness and work that has gone into making this happen.  

We really appreciate all your help and we thank you so very much. 

NIGHT SHELTER CAROL SERVICE  
Sunday 4th December at 9.30pm 

 

To start the season of Christmas there will be readings and carols for those 

who attend the Night Shelter and others who would like to come along, 

followed by mince pies and the giving of the knitted gifts to the Night 

Shelter clients. Please come along - the more the merrier!  

We hope to bless that community and those who serve it as we think of 

Jesus for whom there was no room in the inn.  

                JESSE TREE 
 

A Jesse Tree is inspired by the words in Isaiah 11:1,  
"A shoot will come up from the stump of Jesse; from 
his roots a branch will bear fruit."  
Our Jesse tree stands on the Table of Remembrance in 
church. Each day during Advent a wooden symbol, 
(designed by students at the Harris School in Rugby 
and made from olive wood by students of the Hope 

school near Bethlehem), will be hung on the tree by 
different organisations in our church. Each symbol is accompanied by a 
text, a prayer and by explanations of the meaning of each symbol. Do look 
at the tree and at the symbols hanging on its branches as you prepare for the 
coming of Christ at Christmas. 

                FILM CLUB  

                      The next Film Club will be on  
 

                    Thursday Jan 26th. at 2.00pm 
 

                    when you can enjoy 
 

      ñCalendar Girlsò 
 

The WI decides to make a calendar with twelve local middle-aged women 

baring all to raise funds for leukaemia treatment in the local hospital. The 

calendar becomes a huge success, making them famous and affecting their 

lives.  

Tea and cakes will be served at a cost of £2.00 per person. 
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THE BIG BREAKFAST  
 

Do join us and bring your friends to  

The Christmas Big Breakfast on December 10th  

                     from 9.00am until 11.00am.  

As well as the usual breakfast fare, we will be serving mince pies 

and having a bring and buy table of Christmas goodies. 

The January Big Breakfast will be on Saturday Jan. 14th 

from 9.00am until 11.00am. 

 

Thank you to all who support the Big Breakfasts. 

£48.48 was raised in November .  

Proceeds for our Mission Project,  

ñBuilding Bridges in Bosniaò. 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN THE LEAMINGTON AREA 

(CTL)  
 

Monthly Taize Prayer 8pm, second Thursday of the month at St. Peterôs 

Church, Dormer Place. 

 

CHURCHES TOGETHER IN LEAMINGTON  
(CTL) RAMBLERS   

 

Saturday December 3rd 2011  10 a.m. 
Warwick to Budbrooke 

 
A short walk by the canal to Budbrooke Church with good views on the way 

back. 

Directions: The walk starts at the race course car park in Hampton Street, 

Warwick.  Take the A429 (Jury Street, High Street) through Warwick. Just 

after the Lord Leycester Hospital turn right on to A4189 (Bowling Green 

Street) and immediately left, staying on the A4189 (Friar Street, Hampton 

Street).  Drive along this road and pass the cricket ground. The car park is on 

the right.  Park in the car park (£1 all day) or in a nearby road. 

 

Optional Lunch: At the Racehorse, Stratford Road, Warwick. 

The orders will be placed before the start of the walk. 

 

Leaders Pam Daniel and Paula Burgess Tel:  

 

Saturday January 21st 2012, 10am 

Sydenham Walk No. 1 

Leaders Nigel and Mary Briggs 

Further details on notice board in New Year. 

 

 

FINANCES ï OCTOBER 2011 
 

Income: Collections etc.                                 £1963.52 
 

Gifts to:  Leamington Christian Mission             £60.00 

 

Please note that his was a 5 week month. 
 

Tina Wise 
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ANSWERS TO THIS MONTHôS QUIZ (Page 6)  

1. Solomon 

2. Humility  

3. Ezekiel 

4. Three  

5. The island of Malta  

THIS MONTHôS QUIZ. Answers on page 11 

1 .Who imported apes into Israel?  [1 Kings 10: 22] 

2. According to Proverbs, what comes before honour?   

  [Proverbs 15 33] 

3. Who had a vision in which a figure lifted him by a lock of hair high   

 into the air (ñbetween earth and heavenò)?  [Ezekiel 8: 1-18] 

4. In how many letters does Paul talk about Christians all being 

 members of one body?  [Romans 12: 4-5; 1 Corinthians 12;  

  Ephesians 3: 6, 5: 30] 

5.Where did Paul, his fellow prisoners, and the crew of the ship they 

were on finally make safe landing after being hit by a storm?   

  [Acts 27: 1 ï 28: 1] 
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The Friendship Circle  
invites you  

to a  

Christmas Concert  

given by  

 

SGD KHKKHMFSNM K@CHDR½ BGNHQ 

 

on Tuesday 13th December at 2.30pm 

 

Please come along and join us. 

A warm welcome awaits you 

 

                    DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
 

 

Dec    9th at     11.45am Property & Finance Meeting 

Dec  10th at   9.00am Big Breakfast 

Dec. 11th at 10.30am Christingle Service 

Dec. 13th at   2.30pm Lillington Ladiesô Choir 

Dec  17th at   7.30pm Circle Singers Concert 

Dec  25th at 10.00am Christmas Morning Service.  

 

2012 

Jan   1st at 10.30am Covenant Service 

Jan...8th at 12.30pm Anniversary Lunch at The Angel Hotel 

Jan 14th at   9.00am Big Breakfast 

Jan 26th at   2.00pm Film Club 

THE FUTURE OF THE METHODIST CHURCH  
 

At this year's Methodist Conference the General Secretary, the Revd. Dr 

Martyn Atkins, presented a very important report, entitled 'Contemporary 

Methodism: A Discipleship Movement Shaped For Mission'.  In it, he set 

out a number of challenges facing the Methodist Church today, as it seeks 

to carry out its mission, and he posed some very far-reaching questions 

about worship, leadership and buildings to name a few; there is much 

more! The full report can be downloaded at:  
www.methodistconference.org.uk/media/41172/2-the-general-secretarys-

report-0511.pdf.     

It is a very clear and well-written report and takes around 30 minutes to 

read; I urge all who can to do so. Our conference accepted the report with 

very little discussion or challenge, and now asks each Church and Circuit 

to discuss the report and send in its comments and answers to some set 

questions.  To assist in this, a very much shortened report, of only 4 A4 

sides, has been issued and can be downloaded at:  

www.methodist.org.uk/downloads/intra-contemporary-methodism-

280611.pdf. 

I will be leading a workshop on Saturday 4th February, at Dale Street 

Church from 9.30am to 11.30am to enable Dale Street and Radford Road 

Churches to have their say.  Refreshments will be available. I hope as 

many of you as can will attend this. If you don't have internet access and 

would like to see either of the reports, or both, just let me know.  And if 

you can't attend but would like your views to be expressed at the 

workshop please pass them to me.    Andy Laird 

AN IDEAL GIFT  

The Meaningful Chocolate Tree Decorations box, costs £3.95, 

and is available through www.MeaningfulChristmas.co.uk or 

exclusively from Traidcraft.  The box contains a limited edition 

Christmas card, a sticker set and six hand wrapped, high quality, 

Fairtrade chocolate decorations based on the Nativitys. The Christmas 

story printed on the card, enables adults or children to read of the birth 

of Jesus while placing character stickers on the decorations. Once 

completed, the decorations can be hung on the tree as a reminder of the 

real meaning of Christmas. The card also includes an invitation for 

people to go to church to hear the Christmas story.  

http://www.meaningfulchristmas.co.uk/


 

DECEMBER DIARY 2011 
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JANUARY DIARY 2012 

10.30am 

 

  9.30pm 

  2.30pm 

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 

 

10.30am 

 

  2.30pm 

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 

  7.30pm 

10.30am 

10.30am 

 

10.00am 

 

 

 

The Sunday Service with Holy Communion led 

by the Revd James Church 

Night Shelter Carol Service 

Friendship Circle - Revd. James Church 

Coffee Morning 

Wednesday Lunch - Christmas Party and Christmas 

Songs of Praise 

 

The Sunday Christingle Service led by  

the Revd. Andy Laird 

Friendship Circle - Lillington Ladiesô Choir 

Coffee Morning 

Lunch followed by Mid-Week Worship led by the 

Revd. James Church 

Circle Singers 

The Sunday Service led by the Revd. James Church 

Coffee Morning 

 

CHRISTMAS MORNING ALL AGE WORSHIP 

LED BY THE REVD. ANDY LAIRD  

If you have hosted Mary and Joseph for one night 

during Advent please bring the sheep they left at your 
home to the Christmas Day service. 

Sun 1 

 

Wed 4 

 

 
 

Sun 8 

 

Wed 11 

 

 
 

Sun 15 

Tues 17 

Wed 18 

 

 
 

Sun 22 

 

 

Tues 24 

Wed 25 

 

 

Thurs 26 
 

Sun 29 

Tues 31 

10.30am 

 

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 
 

10.30am 

 

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 
 

10.30am 

  2.30pm 

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 
 

10.30am 

  6.30pm 

 

  2.30pm  

10.30am 

12.30pm 

 

  2.00pm 
 

10.30am 

  2.30pm 

The Covenant Service with Holy Communion led by  

the Revd Andy Laird 

Coffee Morning 

Wednesday Lunch followed by New Year Worship led by 

the Revd Rachel Burgess 
 

The Sunday Service  led by the Revd James Church 

followed by Anniversary Lunch at the Angel Hotel 

Coffee Morning 

Lunch followed by Mid-Week Worship led by  

the Rev. John Carrier 
 

The Sunday Service led by the Revd Andy Laird 

Friendship Circle - Revd. James Church  

Coffee Morning 

Wednesday Lunch followed by talk by Karen Walters  

ñThe Emmaus Charityò 
 

The Sunday Service led by the Revd James Church 

United Service  for Week of Prayer for Christian Unity 

at the Baptist Church (Note venue - NOT AS IN PLAN)  

Friendship Circle ïthe Revd. John Carrier 

Coffee Morning 

Lunch followed by Mid-Week Worship led by  

Jane Grunfeld 

Film Club ñCalendar Girlsò 
 

The Sunday Service led by the Revd Andy Laird 

Friendship Circle - the Revd. John Harris 

CHRISTMAS  

 
 Love came down at Christmas,  

 Love all lovely, Love Divine;  

 Love was born at Christmas;  

 Star and angels gave the sign.  

 

                                       ~Christina Rossetti 

PRAYER FOR THE NEW YEAR  
Dear Lord,  

In the new year, we pray that You will guide us each 

new day in paths that are pleasing to You. 

Lord, the new year gives us another chance 

to rededicate our lives to You,  

to study Your Word 

so that we know right from wrong 

and to act in accordance with Your commands.  

      Amen 

Sun 4 

 

 

Tues 6 

Wed 7 

 

 

 

Sun 11 
 

Tues 13 

Wed 14 

 

 

Sat 17 

Sun 18 

Wed 21 

 

Sun 25 

 

 


