SUNDAY SERVICES
Available live on YouTube at 10.30am or, later in the week, on CD or DVD
Please see one of the Elders for details.

Holy Communion - normally on the first Sunday of each month.

The next Sunday Service in the church will be on November 29" at
10.30am. The Service will be led by the Revd. Steve Faber, Moderator of the
URC West Midland Synod.

The Christmas Day Service in the church will be at 10.00am and will be
led by the Revd. Sam McBratney.

Thank you for reading this electronic copy of Radford Road Church
Magazine.

A very limited number of Magazines is being printed and most people
are receiving electronic copies.

Please let Marjorie know the email addresses of anyone who would like
to receive the Magazine by this method. This is a much greener, cheaper
and less time consuming way of producing the Church Magazine.
What's mor e, those receiving t he
a colour version! In future we will continue the magazine production
electronically and will only print hard copies for those unable to access
the internet and for visitors to the church.

At present 62 copies of this Magazine are being sent out.

Please email carrier mj@yahoo.co.uk before Sunday November 22™

if you have any items suitable for publication in the December / January
Magazine.

And finally,

I'learned that courage was not the absence of fear, but the triumph
over it. The brave man is not he who does not feel afraid, but he who
conquers that fear.

Nelson Mandela

Radford Road Church web site: www.radfordroadchurch.org.uk
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MI NI STERS LETTER
Ministerdos Letter for November MINISTER (URC) Revd. James Church
jamesichurch@hotmail.com
November is the month of remembrance. It begins with a MINISTER (Methodist) Revd. Sam McBratney
celebration of All Saints and All Souls, a chance to s.mcbratney@methodist.org.uk
remind ourselves of all that we have received from those ADMINISTRATOR Margaret B
who have gone before us in the faith.
You will know that this has been an unusual summer for CHURCH TREASURER Tina
me fgr other reasons too. Back in Juge I 10§t my father‘to ORGANIST Margaret H
the virus and was prevented from seeing him or attending
his funeral. The weeks since have not been easy, to say MID-WEEK WORSHIP Jane
the least, and I have been very thankful for all your thoughts and prayers for
Mark and me, and my wider family. WEDNESDAY LUNCH Veronica
So, like many of you I will be remembering those close to me who I have lost.
When I think about my father and what he left behind, I realise that he was a FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE 11\{41jltrllgaret H
compl ex man and I 6m not sure anyone really ever knew him. The awful
of his early life had a profound effect on him and left deep scars in his soul. But PROPERTY Bridget
it was his experiences living in England in the early 60s that also shaped him, Andrew
especially encountering the signs 6No Bl acks, No Dogs, No I risho in
wi ndows of boarding houses. He spoke of tRAIMBOYS when he Bodgewl dndét fi nd
for the night and ended up sleeping rough, only to be harassed by the police for
doing so. BROWNIES Bridget
These experiences made him a passionate anti-racist and anti-sectarian man for GUIDES Emma
the rest of his life. It is still hard to believe that, at a time when the Troubles
were about to erupt, Dad took a job as the caretaker of the local Catholic RANGERS Sarah
School. So many of his friends, including his Best Man, were Catholics and he
refused to be drawn into organisations that promoted division, including the BEAVER SCOUTS Matthew
Orange Order where his grandfather had been the Imperial Grand Master. He
taught me to stand up for others, whatever the cost, because the price of not CUB SCOUTS Matthew
doing so is much, much higher. I remain so grateful for his rejection of the
politfi%cs of hate, even Whengit would have bein much easier, igldeed safer, to go SCOUTS Malcolm
along with the crowd. EXPLORER SCOUTS Mark
Let us thank God for the witness and inspiration of friends, family and
ACTING GROUP SCOUT Mark

strangers who often, through quiet determination, refuse to accept that hate is
better than love, darkness better than light. They offer us the hope, in the words

of Martin Luther King, that &éthough the
bends towards justiceo.
God bless you all.

Y our minister,
Sam 2

LEADER

MPAEZINE EDITER A%

WEBSITE COORDINATOR

the. uni ver se
M};lrjorle

carrier_mj@yahoo.co.uk
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MNDA Mission 5000 Sponsored Walk
Fri 9" Oct 2020

The Motor Neurone Disease Association (MNDA) exists to support the 5000
or so people in this country who live with this cruel disease, which weakens
the muscles, and affects walking, talking, eating, drinking and breathing. Like
so many charities, they expect to lose a huge amount of money this year due to
the cancellation of community and sporting events as a result of the COVID-
19 pandemic. They therefore launched the Mission 5000, to run from 13™ Sept
-18™ Oct, during which time they hoped to cover 5,000 miles i a mile for
every person living with MND in the UK today.

Participants could choose to run, walk, swim, cycle (or even scoot!) as far as
they could, to help raise money for this cause. A group of friends from
Radford Road decided to do a walk, inspired by our former Methodist Minister
Andy Laird, who was sadly diagnosed with MND shortly after he retired. He
himself has raised many thousands of pounds, despite his illness, and we felt
we wanted to show support to him and to all who suffer from this disease.

The fortnight leading up to our walk had been pretty wet and windy, but we
were blessed with a beautiful sunny morning for our event. A group of 12
people assembled - at an appropriate distance! - by the clock tower in Jephson
Gardens, and set off to do as many laps of the park as each individual could
manage. Some did a single circuit, some considerably more. By the end, a hard
core of 4 were left, having tramped a total of 5 miles, measured by 'step
counters' on our phones.

We all agreed what an enjoyable as well as a worthwhile morning we had
spent, raising money for a very good cause, while having the opportunity to
socialise with friends. All our church services and activities have of course
been cancelled since March, and it was wonderful to be able to meet and catch
up with friends again.

Many thanks to all those who took part in the walk, and also to the many
people who have donated money. Thanks to your generosity we have raised
£1,123.00 for the MNDA's Mission 5000 appeal

MNDA link:mndassociation.org

FAMILY NEWS

Please remember in your prayers P o0 o 9
those who have suffered bereavement. /A\ /A\ \
We think especially of the family of Doris f F\/‘\ “ )
Eastbury who attended the Wednesday g ( § © %
lunches at Radford Road Church and of Anne [\ Tw TM |
Love One Another

Pilling on the passing of her brother, Ian.
Comfort the families and friends who grieve.

those who are ill.
Please think especially of Mavis, Ken, John F, Ann, Alan, Joyce and Clarice.

those who have worries and anxieties.
Give them peace and comfort in the knowledge that you are close to them.

those who are self-isolating and all who have been confined to their homes over
recent weeks because of the coronavirus pandemic.

Please may they know of your nearness to them as they feel cut off from family and
friends.

Thank you to our Ministers and Elders who have been caring for us all during
these difficult times and who have held fortnightly Zoom meetings to discuss the
way forward.

Magazines have been printed and distributed to those who are not able to access
the Magazine on line.

Telephone calls have kept people in touch.

The church building has been visited on a weekly basis to ensure the building is in
good order.

The taps have been run regularly so that the water is not stagnant in the pipes.

The furniture has been arranged so that it is safe for church services to be held and
sanitising systems are strategically placed.

The outside of the building looks clean and attractive thanks to the maintenance
work carried out by Bridget, Sally and Andrew.

ELECTION OF ELDERS

Ballot papers will be sent to you shortly and you are asked to prayerfully consider

who you can nominate for this important role. You are able to put your own name

forward if you so wish.

Margaret H. is standing down after serving an extra year after she had completed 6
years.

Jean has served 6 years but is willing to serve an extra year.

Other Elders are Bridget, Margaret B and Jherell.

There are vacancies for two further Elders.



OUR COVER PICTURE

Remembrance Day
November 11™ 2020

y In May we celebrated the 75th anniversary of Victory in
REMEMBRANCE DAY Europe Day with events in communities across the UK.

et e ﬁ'gz%l In August, we marked the 75th anniversary of VJ Day.

Our Remembrance events are just one of the ways we can help to ensure the
sacrifices of those who served are never forgotten. It is a time for the nation
to unite to ensure that no-one is forgotten and to remember and honour those
who have sacrificed themselves to secure and protect our freedom.

The red poppy is a symbol of both Remembrance and hope for a peaceful
future.

The poppy is a well-known and well-established symbol, one that carries a
wealth of history and meaning with it. Wearing a poppy is still a very personal
choice, reflecting individual experiences and personal memories. It is never
compulsory but is greatly appreciated by those who it is intended to support.
During WW1, much of the fighting took place in Western Europe.

The countryside was blasted, bombed and fought over repeatedly. Previously
beautiful landscapes turned to mud; bleak and barren scenes where little or
nothing could grow. There was a notable and striking exception to the
bleakness - the bright red Flanders poppies. These resilient flowers flourished
in the middle of so much chaos and destruction, growing in the thousands
upon thousands.

Shortly after losing a friend in Ypres, a Canadian doctor, Lieutenant Colonel
John McCrae was moved by the sight of these poppies and that inspiration led
him to write the now famous poem 'In Flanders Fields'.

IN FLANDERS FIELDS

In Flanders fields the poppies blow
Between the crosses, row on row,
That mark our place: and in the sky
The larks, still bravely singing, fly
Scarce heard amid the guns below.
We are the dead. Short days ago grow

We lived, felt dawn, saw sunset glow, In Flanders Fields.
Loved and were loved, and now we lie

Take up our quarrel with the foe;

If ye break faith with us who die

In Flanders fields. John McCrae

SHIRLEY AND MARCY

A mother was concerned about her kindergarten son, Timmy, walking
to school.

He didn't want his mother to walk with him and she wanted to give him
the feeling that he had some independence whilst knowing that he was
safe. So she had an idea of how to handle it. She asked a neighbour if
she would please follow him to school in the mornings, staying at a
distance, so he probably wouldn't notice her.

The neighbour said that since she was up early with her toddler any-
way, it would be a good way for them to get some exercise as well, so
she agreed.

The next school day, the neighbour and her little girl set out following

- behind Timmy as he walked to school with another young girl that he

knew.

She did this for the whole week. As the two walked and chatted,
kicking stones and twigs, Timmy 's little friend noticed the same lady
was following them as she seemed to do every day all week. Finally
she said to Timmy, 'Have you noticed that lady following us to school
all week? Do you know her?"

Timmy nonchalantly replied, 'Yeah, I know who she is." The little girl
said, 'Well, who is she?' 'That's just Shirley Goodnest ,' Timmy replied,
'and her daughter Marcy ...

'Shirley Goodnest? Who is she and why is she following us?

'Well,' Timmy explained, 'every night my Mum makes me say the 23rd
Psalm with my prayers, 'cuz she worries about me so much. And in the
Psalm, it says, 'Shirley Goodnest (surely goodness) and Marcy (mercy)
shall follow me all the days of my life', so I guess I'll just have to get
used to it!'

May Shirley Goodnest and Marcy be with you today and always

To you from failing hands we throw
The torch; be yours to hold it high,

We shall not sleep, though poppies

%WER BE AFRAID TO

TRY SOMETHING NEW.

Sent by Jeni
REMEMBER, AMATEURS

BUILT THE ARK;
PROFESSIONALS BUILT
THE TITANIC.




HATS, SCARVES AND GLOVES

Although our Night Shelter is not meeting
on our premises at the moment, the need
for warm clothing for homeless and
vulnerable people in our town is still there.
Radford Road Church members and friends
have been busily knitting during the long
days of lockdown and we would

be delighted to receive the garments that
have been made so that they can be passed
on to those whose need is great. Hats,
gloves and scarves would be particularly
appreciated.

I am happy to collect any
knitted garments from you.
Please phone 01926
427451 or email
carrier mj@yahoo.co.uk
so that we can arrange a
convenient time for
collection.

Many thanks to all the
knitters.

Marjorie

FINANCE

Thank you to all for contributing so generously over the past seven months
either by direct debit, by bank transfer or by sending cheques to Margaret B.
Please can you continue to do this as we gently move forward and open the
church for services.

We still need to maintain the building during this period of uncertainty.

Details of the church bank account for setting up direct debits or bank transfers
can be obtained from Tina, Bridget or Margaret B.

Cheques made payable to Radford Road Church can be sent to Margaret B.
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REMEMBRANCE SUNDAY by the Revd. Stuart Ansell

Remembrance Sunday is a day to remember service personnel and civilians
who fought and gave their lives, it is a day that we must continue to maintain
as a feature of our civil and religious lives.

But, what is peace? Generally, we think of peace as being the absence of
noise, warfare, terrorism; all those sounds and events that disturb our lives so
that we can to carry on with our lives as normal. Peace is not easily achieved,
especially when we think of all the current conflict in our world or all the
noise we are constantly surrounded by. But for many, peace is unobtainable,
either peace in terms of the absence of war and terror, or peace in terms of
silence, or peace in terms of the absence of inner turmoil. How many of us
find that when we do have quietness in our homes that it is then that the inner
turmoil of our lives becomes frightening and disturbing? It is in the silence of
the day or night that our inner turmoil comes to the surface. How many of us
leave the Radio or TV on even when we are not paying them any attention?
Often the lonely or bereaved will feel the need to do this just to provide a
distraction or some company.

Yet into this world of violence and inner turmoil, Jesus came to bring us
peace. A radical understanding of peace, which nevertheless is also deeply
disturbing. The peace which Jesus offers us builds upon the Biblical concept
of AShalomo. This is not so much
about being empty or devoid of trouble, but it is rather about the presence of
goodwill, the presence of love, of the encouragement of relationships which
build reconciliation and unity, the presence of a spirituality which leads to
harmony. Biblical peace is about the presence of well-being and of wholeness.
So in Christian terms we can see that peace is not simply absence, but
presence, not simply passive, but active. In the Sermon on the Mount, Jesus
proclaimed the peacemakers as blessed, in so far as they were not just to be
about preventing warfare or stopping fighting, but should have an active role
in promoting reconciliation and the kind of communities of relationship which
build for peace, engender harmony and establish trust.

The peace which Christ offers us also concerns inner transformation and
renewal. This cannot be a simple wallpapering over of the painful cracks in
our lives. That which is wrong, bad or sinful, must be healed and restored.
This process may involve exposing the crack in our lives, the painful places
being laid bare, that which is sick and diseased being removed and then
healed and renewed. It can be a painful process to know the healing and
wholeness which Christ can bring to our lives.

So may each of us know and experience the Peace of Christ in out hearts and
may we also actively promote the Peace of Christ in the hearts and lives of
people in our communities. Taken with permission from The Parish Window

5


http://www.parishwindow.co.uk/remembrance.html

RE-OPENING THE CHURCH
Services will be held at Radford Road Church on the following dates

Nov. 29™ - Service to be led by Revd. Steve Faber, Moderator of the URC
West Midland Synod
Dec. 25™ i Christmas Morning Service led by Revd. Sam McBratney

These services will be live streamed so people who have the technology and
are unable to attend the church will be able join in and will also be recorded
and delivered to those who are unable to attend or tune into live stream.

On Sundays when services are not happening at the church, a service will be
available on YouTube and on disc.

The Ministers and Elders are continually monitoring the situation and the
government guidelines and are very hopeful that these services will be able to
happen. Obviously we will have to follow any changes in government
guidelines and you will be contacted if there is any change.

It will be difficult to re-start other church activities with the 6 people rule in
place. Church services are exempt from this rule.

The Elders will continue to monitor the situation and look forward to being
able to meet together socially.

LEAMINGTON SINGS!

A virtual Carol Concert from Leamington
Facebook LeamingtonSings

Twitter (@leamsings

Instagram @leamingtonsings

Leamington Sings!

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

You are invited to join The Workplace Choir and

Heartbreak Productions on Sunday December 20™ at 6pm for Leamington
Sings! A family-friendly virtual celebration of carols, Christmas songs,
readings and a musical contribution from The Adams Family Trio. An
opportunity for individuals and local communities to connect online at this
special time of year, in a year like no other.

Singers (no experience needed
Time of the Year o which wil!l
of the concert. If you enjoy singing and would like to join in please visit
Leamington Sings! on Facebook, Instagram and Twitter or sign up at http:/
bit.ly/LSingForm

Tickets for the concert are free
Leamington Night Shelter who offer crucial support to homeless people.

1)
be

Further info available from marketing@heartbreakproductions.co.uk

o make
rehear se¢

OPERATION CHRISTMAS CHILD

I would like to thank all the generous people
who have filled shoe boxes this year, either to
be collected or on line. Also everyone who has
knitted hats and gloves or given me money and
goods for the 6 shoeboxes which I have filled.
I was able to send £30 on line for transport
costs, and do 2 shoeboxes on line for £40.

I spent about £40 on toys etc to fill the 6 boxes.
Lillington Free Church members are bringing their boxes to us this year.
They will all be dedicated at the morning service on Sunday October 25th by
Revd. James Church before being collected by Operation Christmas Child
workers in early November and taken to a central depot.

If you are doing an on line box, please let me know so that I can tell every
one how many boxes have been donated this year.

METHODIST PRAYER HANDBOOK

Margaret B has copies of the
= Methodist Prayer Handbook
available.

Please contact her (01926

716625) if you would like a
copy.

The Earth is the LORD’S
Prayer Handbook 2020/2021

SOCIAL DISTANCING WITH HUMOUR

Redeemer Presbyterian Church in New Orleans, USA has come up with a
humorous way of reminding their congregation to maintain social distancing,

closing ffpeyvs vith Biblgt e MEFh AUMEES WHAHHEF

W/ mdc hiraved paregp agterde amed alciev d oas

i Jesus sat the 5,000 down in rows. But not this one.

1 Abraham was 100 years old when Isaac was born. And if he were here
today, he stil/l woul dnot be a

T e ResarveddouKlijahgpnlyn g donati ons to

q AYou wil/l find me when you se
seeking.

1 Jesus said take up my cross, not this pew.

ae
y o al
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PRAYING TOGETHER IN NOVEMBER
The monthly Prayer Diary encourages the Church family
to focus prayers on a daily basis

RESET THE DEBT

The Joint Public Issues Team (JPIT) is launching a
new campaign called:

Reset The Debt.

During lockdown, millions of families in the UK have
been forced to borrow money to make ends meet -
with the biggest increase in debt amongst the poorest
households.

Six million people have fallen behind on rent, council tax and other household
bills because of Covid-19.

Almost one in five households borrowed money to buy food or other essentials
in July.

JPIT feels that this is an urgent problem that demands a solution. So the
organisation is proposing that the Chancellor creates a Jubilee Fund, that will
provide grants to pay off and cancel unavoidable debts accrued by households
during the lockdown period. It is felt that this would allow relationships to be
reset, communitiestobere-b al anced, and peopl ebs
JPIT has partnered with Church Action on Poverty to launch a new report, and
share stories of lived experience of those trapped in debt by Covid-19.

You can read more on https://resetthedebt.uk/

N Where there is tender love and care,

God is present

Ist School pupils and FE students | 16th Those in our church community
who are supporting others
2nd | Our Ministers and their families | 17th Politicians who have to make
difficult decisions
3rd Ken 18th Our uniformed organisations
4th Peggy in her new home 19th Gill
Sth NHS workers especially in 20th | Those who are isolated, frightened
these challenging times or anxious

6th Sally 21st Juhn F
7th Christians Together in 22nd Key workers who are keeping us

Leamington safe and maintaining vital services
8th Radford Road Church 23rd Elders of the Church
9th Night Shelter workers 24th Hazel
10th | Methodist & United Reformed |25th Clarice

Churches as they begin to open

for services

11th | Remember all who have given |26th Joyce
their lives in conflicts around
the world

12th | All charities who are struggling [ 27th Home carers

financially
13th Valerie 28th Staff and residents of care homes

and their families
14th Margaret B 29th Service at Radford Road
15th | Businesses and people who are |30th Ann B
struggling financially
10

EASY FUNDING

Please support Radford Road Church on #easyfundraising, you can raise FREE
donations when you shop online with over 4,300 retailers. In the lead up to
Christmas, it's the easiest time of the year to support the church! It's simple and
only takes 2 minutes to sign up! Plus, once you have raised your first £5, easy-
fundraising will match it! Sign up now:
https://www.easyfundraising.org.uk/causes/radfordroadchurch/?

invite=XXJX1Z&referral-campaign=s2s&utm_source=stwsharebox

7
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A BRIEF BIOGRAPHY OF WILLIAM TYNDALE
BY TIM LAMBERT

William.

Tyndale

William Tyndale was a great man of the 16th century.

Little is known about his childhood. Tyndale was born about 1494 in
Gloucestershire. He came from a family of landowners and wool
merchants. We also know that Tyndale had two brothers. The family was
well off and William was well educated. In 1515 he was at Oxford
University studying theology. However, he was appalled that studying the
subject did not involve reading the Bible! At that time the Church greatly
neglected the Bible. Many of the clergymen were woefully ignorant of the
Bible. William Tyndale was a God-fearing man and he began studying the
Bible himself and teaching some of his fellow students from it.

Tyndale returned to Gloucestershire and he got a job as a tutor to the
children of Sir John Walsh. Tyndale also became a popular preacher.

He was keen to teach people from the Bible and he soon found himself
accused of heresy. William Tyndale was called before the bishop's
chancellor. Tyndale said 'He threatened me grievously and reviled me, and
rated me as though I had been a dog'. Nevertheless, no action was taken
against Tyndale at that time.

A Catholic once told William Ty
than the Pope'so. Tyndal e repl:.
If God spares my life ere many years I will cause a boy that drives the
plough to know more of the scriptures than you!'.

o o

)

o

William Tyndale was keen to translate the New Testament from Greek into
English. (Tyndale was a brilliant linguist and he was fluent in Greek, Latin,
Spanish, French, and German. He later taught himself Hebrew). However,
Tyndale needed permission to translate it and in 1523 he went to London.
While in London Tyndale continued preaching. However, he was unable to
obtain permission to translate the New Testament. Eventually, Tyndale
realised he would never be allowed to translate it while in England so in
1524 he moved to Germany.

His new translation was printed in 1526 and copies were smuggled into
England. Catholics in England were alarmed. The Bishop of London banned
the new translation calling it 'that pestiferous and most pernicious poison
dispersed throughout our diocese of London'. In October 1526 the bishop
burned copies of the New Testament. However despite this, copies of the
book continued to circulate.

In 1538 William Tyndale published a book called 'The Parable of the
Wicked Mammon'. (Mammon is an old word meaning material wealth).

It was banned in England in 1530. Also in 1528 Tyndale published a book
called 'The Obedience of a Christian Man' in which he attacked the
corruption and superstition which was rife in the Church in England at that
time. He then began translating the Old Testament from Hebrew into
English.

Meanwhile in England, Thomas More viciously attacked William Tyndale
calling him 'a Hell hound in the kennel of the Devil.' More described the
translation of the New Testament by Tyndale as: 'not worthy to be called
Christ's testamento. However,
of the New Testament by Tyndale continued to be smuggled into England
and it circulated widely.

Sadly in May 1535 William Tyndale was betrayed by an Englishman called
Henry Phillips. He was arrested and tried for heresy. Finally, in October
1536 Tyndale was martyred. He was strangled then burned in the market
square of Antwerp.

The last words of William Tyndale were,

'Lord open the King of England's eyes'.
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http://www.localhistories.org/more.html

